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Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints


Joint Conference of Branches – September 2005

The Committee for a Joint Conference of Branches

Why have a Joint Conference of Branches?  The Purpose:

To identify and proclaim ourselves as the “body of Christ”, members and successors to the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.  To identify and proclaim ourselves as members of the church as individuals, as branches and corporately, as well as to claim all the rights, privileges and properties as legal heirs of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.

To establish and fulfill two of the great commissions of the church.  (1) To proclaim and recognize that Zion shall not be moved out of her place, notwithstanding her children are scattered, and to work together with those that remain and are pure in heart, that all may return and come together to claim their inheritances; they and their children, with songs of everlasting joy; to build up the waste places of Zion. And all these things, that the prophets might be fulfilled. [See D&C 98:4g] 
(2) And He said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. [Mark 16:14]

To create order, NOT a new church.  To provide a lawful forum to guide members in such a way as to create order, harmony and unity between branches, missionary endeavors, youth activities, camps, reunions, etc. 

In June 1852 a few branches gathered together in conference.  (CH Hist. Vol. 3, pp 209-211)  They enacted nine (9) resolutions to bind themselves together as the church of Jesus Christ.  There were no higher offices.  It was not a new church.  The conference only had the power that they the members gave.  The conference had no control over the individual branches except what the branches gave it.

To recognize membership and priesthood.  To grant assurance to the membership and the branches, who are recognized members of the church and who holds authorized priesthood offices.  This would allow a free exchange between participating branches as transfers in membership and exchange of ministry.

To assure unity of doctrine and to create a legislative body to agree upon the word of God.  A body ready and able to act upon future revelation received; to have one voice; to be able to say AMEN.

To cooperate together in activities such as reunions, retreats, storehouse, etc.
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By what authority can the individual branches come together in a Joint Conference of Branches?

1. The history of the Church shows that a branch or the “Church of Christ” exists where six or more saints are organized according to the pattern in the Book of Doctrine and Covenants. [Articles of Incorporation of The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints (1872); RLDS Church History Vol. 3 page 210]

2.  Branch organization, officers, legislation considerations, duties, etc. as well as District, Stake and Branch Conferences, are all discussed in Rules and Resolutions and show that branches have the right and authority to meet together in conference.  

  [See Rules and Resolutions – Rules of Representation]

What is meant by the term “close proximity” in regards to a conference?

PROXIM'ITY, n.  [L. proximitas.]  The state of being next; immediate nearness either in place, blood or alliance.  







    [Webster’s 1828 Dictionary]

1. According to “The Temple Lot Case” close proximity is interpreted to mean a conference composed of persons who were members of the old church. [Alliance]  There were persons there from other states than Illinois; there were members present from Wisconsin, from Iowa, from Illinois, and there may have been members from other states.
 [Testimony of Joseph Smith III – The Temple Lot Case – Page 38-39]

2. The conclusion for “close proximity” at the time of dis-organization (1848 – 1860) seems to mean “close” in the sense of the time it took to communicate to the membership that a conference was to take place, the time it took for members, delegates and ex officio officers to reach the conference in a timely manner and their association and/or alliance with the membership of the “old” church.

Will a Joint Conference of Branches conclude in a “New Organization” or a “New Church”?

No!  

Please refer to the answer, “Why have a Branch Conference?”
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What authority will a Joint Conference of Branches have over individual branches when rules and/or resolutions are passed?  How will the individual branch be bound or regulated by these rules and/or resolutions?

Basically none.  All branches would still act independently from the Joint Conference of Branches except when they meet together in conference.  Only at the time of conference would a branch come under the jurisdiction and authority of the conference.  If an individual branch elects to accept or reject a Joint Conference rule and/or resolution as it might apply to their individual branch they would be free to do so in their own business meetings following the conference.

[See Elmer E. Long: The DeKalb Agreement; Pamphlet in Archives, 2.]

Who would preside over a Joint Conference of Branches and what authority would they have?

At the time of a Joint conference of Branches, a person would be chosen by vote of the membership to preside over the conference.  By voice of the members he would be given direction as to his authority and by what rules of order he is to follow.  

Please note:  This person would not be considered President of the Church, or prophet, seer and revelator.  He would simply be chosen to preside over the present conference.  Another person would be chosen to preside over the next conference.  

Which branches would be allowed to participate in a Joint Conference of Branches and who would be allowed to be members, delegates and/or ex officios? 

According to The Temple Lot Case – Pages 152, 208- 211, 460 in the conference of branches held between 1851 and 1860 the following would be eligible:

…all members in good standing in the original church if they are of good moral character.


…all members who had not vitiated their standing by overt acts against the church.

…all branches, wherever six or more members assembled together, who had been 

members of the old organization, as members of the Reorganized Church.
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Which branches? Continued…
Anyone who belonged to the old organization had a right to sit in that conference as well as the delegates from branches.  [See discussion on delegates below]


…members of that conference by virtue of being members of the church; that was a law of the church at that time.

The law prevailing at that conference, admitted all members of the old church to the privileges of the conference, and they were privileged to take part in the conference; that is a law of the Reorganized Church at the present time…


That privilege inheres to every member of the church, to some as officers, and to others as members of the church…


All members of newly formed branches, formed under the laws governing the church.


All members who have not been baptized and/or ordained into another church, joined in or started new churches or who have not withdrawn membership in the Reorganized Church.  The exception would be, as in the temple lot case, those who have done these things, realized their error and who have fully repented and publicly renounced those baptisms, ordinations, associations and affiliations would become eligible to participate and vote in the conference as members in good standing.

         [See the Testimony of John Hawley – The Temple Lot Case – Page 460]

What will happen to individual branch property and tithing?

All branch property and tithing will remain in the possession, ownership and control of the individual branch to do with as they please.  The Joint Conference of Branches will have no effect on the individual branch property or tithing.

A Joint Conference of Branches might accept donations of surplus funds and/or tithing sometime in the future, to help with the missionary efforts, to help the poor and needy, to establish a storehouse, to support start up branches or small branches to continue, to establish a legal fund, to support youth camps and reunions, to help in the gathering, etc. 
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Would a Joint Conference of Branches have authority over a branch pastor, priesthood calls or in any of the administrative function and/or affairs of the individual branches or over any of its members?

No!  The Joint Conference of Branches will have no authority whatsoever over any individual branch or over any of its members.  The only exception would be, the exclusion of a branch or one of its members to participate in a Joint Conference if the branch or one of its members does not meet the credentials committee requirements now or sometime in the future.

How many voting members or delegates could each branch have?

Although the conference is called a “Joint Conference of Branches”, voting would not be done by branch vote, delegate vote or block voting of any kind.  As at the conferences during the dis-organization, and according to the Temple Lot Case, voting was done by each single member in the church, whether a member of a branch or not, or whether they even lived in the same state or not.  Member voting at a Joint Conference of Branches, rather than delegate voting is also consistent with stake, district and branch law.  [See Rules and Resolutions – Rules of Representation]  In the Temple Lot Case, delegates simply represented members of their branch who could not attend (no matter how many votes the delegate represented) and ex officios were officers of the original church or missionaries who did not belong to a District, Stake, or Branch.  Please note that the rules of representation are different for a General Conference or what was known as a World Conference.  In a Stake, District or Branch Conference each member has a voice and right to vote individually.



[See the Testimony of Edmund C. Briggs – The Temple Lot Case – Page 210]

What about a credentials committee?

It would be necessary for a pre-conference credentials committee (possibly made up of pastors of interested branches or a designated appointee from each branch) be appointed to establish credentials for eligibility to vote in the Joint Conference of Branches.  However, according to the Temple Lot Case, eligibility to vote should not be limited to members of the church who are also members of a branch.  Every member in good standing, whether a member of a branch or not, should be allowed all the rights and privileges of the conference including the right to vote.  Note:  Both a Secretary (Chosen from any member of the conference) and a Clerk (Chosen from the Melchisedec Priesthood) will be chosen to record the minutes of the conference and keep the official records. 
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